THE GSO FUNDING PROCESS OVERVIEW

This chapter is intended to provide GSOs with background information on the requirements of applying for GPSA funds. In recognizing that many GSOs may be new to GPSA and this process, this chapter also provides basic information on the structure of GPSA to understand the funding process.  
A. The Assembly Operations Committee – The AOC was created by the GPSA Assembly to establish these GSO rules and procedures, review funding requests, and recommend funding to the GPSA Assembly. The following people are integral to the AOC process:
a. Chair of the AOC: The Assembly President and President Pro Tempore of GPSA are co-chairs of the AOC (contact here). The President Pro Tempore: 
1. Chairs the AOC funding review meeting each month and is an AOC Member; 
2. Collects and compiles all GSO applications for the next funding cycle and distributes this information to AOC members before the Operations Meeting; 
3. Sets the date and time of the Assembly Operations Meetings each month and publishes this information on the GPSA calendar; 
4. Drafts the GSO funding bill each month to be presented to the Assembly; and
5. Notifies GSOs of funding approval or denial by the GPSA Assembly. 
b. AOC Members: All AOC members must be current GPSA Assembly Members, either elected or appointed by the GPSA Assembly. AOC members assist the chair in reviewing and recommending funding requests each month. Each AOC shall have an equal vote in the determination of how much to approve each GSO application. However, AOC members shall abstain from voting on all applications in which he or she has an interest in the outcome of the funding recommendation. 
c. Sponsoring GPSA Assembly Members: All GSOs are required to thoroughly discuss and review their application with a Sponsoring GPSA Assembly Member at least five (5) business days before submitting an application to ensure the requirements of these funding rules and procedures have been met. The GSO reaches out to a Sponsor from their department or degree program. The Assembly member must unequivocally accept to be the sponsor for your GSO. Failure to obtain a Sponsor to review your application is grounds for denial of your application. Due to conflict of interests, a current AOC Member should not be a Sponsoring GPSA Assembly Member for any GSO. (Find a Sponsor here).
d. Volunteering Members: The AOC encourages volunteer participation from the ASU graduate student population. Volunteer members may sit on the AOC and provide their opinions on whether an application should or should not be funded. However, volunteer members cannot vote on any of the application recommendations. (To volunteer visit here).
B. The Assembly Operations Meeting (AOM) – At the AOM, the AOC reviews all the GSO applications that were submitted for that funding cycle to ensure the money requested is in compliance with these rules and procedures and in line with the spirit and mission of GPSA. 
a. Date, Time, and Location: The AOM always takes place days or weeks before the next monthly GPSA Assembly meeting. The AOM semester schedule is published by the Chair on the GPSA Calendar before the beginning of each semester. The exact time of the AOM is also on the GPSA Calendar (here). The meeting is held in the GSC building (here). 
b. GSO Representatives: A representative from the GSO is required to attend the AOM to review their application. Each GSO that submits an application must have at least one representative from their organization present at the AOM to answer any questions AOC members may have. The GSO must find their own representative to the AOM. GSOs would be remiss to assume their Sponsoring GPSA Assembly Member will attend this meeting to represent their application. Sponsoring GPSA Assembly Members can be a representative, but only if the Sponsoring GPSA Assembly Member has agreed to be the representative. Sponsoring GPSA Assembly Members are under no obligation to be a representative at an AOM for any GSO.
c. AOM Review Process: The Chair will bring the AOM meeting to order and introduce him or herself to the group of GSO representatives. If a GSO representative is going to be late, that representative has a duty to inform the Chair beforehand. The AOC Members will then begin review of each GSO application, one-by-one, asking questions relevant to ensuring compliance with these rules and procedures. After the AOC is satisfied with the information the representative has provided, the representative will be excused and free to leave. Once all the applications have been reviewed by the AOC, the AOC Members will discuss and determine each application’s compliance with these rules. After discussion, the AOC will come to agreement on the amount of funding to be allocated and a vote will take place. If the vote passes, that amount will be submitted to the GPSA Assembly in a recommendation bill. The Assembly will then consider the recommendations of the AOC at the following GPSA Assembly Meeting (schedule here) and either approve or oppose the AOCs recommendations. The results of the GPSA Assembly’s decision will be delivered to the GSOs within five (5) business days via email by Chair. GSOs should directly contact the Chair via email if the results have not been delivered within this timeframe.    
C. [bookmark: _GoBack]Role of the GPSA Assembly –The GPSA Assembly votes to approve the funding bill presented by the AOC, and has the power to change specific line items. The GPSA Assembly’s role is to ensure the use of funds comply with the spirit and mission of GPSA. Any deviation from an AOC recommendation by the GPSA Assembly is subject to the broader rules set by Arizona State University and the Arizona Board of Regents. 


